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DATE: 07/05/2022
PATIENT: MARIA DE ALVAREZ
DOB: 11/25/1956
Thank you for your continued support.

The patient is seen for continued treatment of her colon cancer.

Mrs. Alvarez was initially seen in 2020 following a diagnosis of stage IV metastatic colorectal carcinoma which initially was diagnosed in October 2019 and at that time she was found to have liver metastasis. Since then, she has been treated with systemic chemotherapy. Initially, she was seeing Dr. Vibha Thomas in Flower Mound. Subsequently, her care was transferred to me on account of insurance change. Since then, I have been seeing her. The patient had been on Avastin with FOLFOX. However, about a year ago, she was switched to FOLFIRI with Avastin because of increase in her CEA. At the time of diagnosis, her CEA was significantly elevated. Her cancer then was metastatic with KRAS mutation positive. So she carried a not so good prognosis. In any case, she responded well initially to FOLFOX with Avastin with CEA normalizing from 297 to CEA of 4. However, it started going up and recently, CEA was around 17, but last CEA somehow has jumped significantly to 44. I am not sure what could be the reason, so we will go ahead and recheck the CEA, but right now, we will continue FOLFIRI with Avastin. Recheck the CEA and if it is similarly going up then we may have to switch treatment to something different. 
Thank you for your continued support.
Ajit Dave, M.D.

